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burgher life, with independent industry and enterprise.
For many years the English trade was practically
restricted to the exportation of wool, skins, lead, and
tin. For where there is no middle class there can be
no real commerce, and this fact explains the wide-
spread power of the German merchants in England.
The lessons they learnt here they carried farther afield;
appearing now as the vanguard of civilization, now
as the pioneers of Christianity, everywhere as traders
desirous to fill their coffers, bearing in mind the
maxim that " union is strength/' and clinging closely
to one another for mutual protection and defence.
We must remember that travelling in the tenth,
eleventh, and twelfth centuries was not what it is to-
day. Dangers lurked on all sides for the bold mariner
who ventured forth in ships of small size devoid of
compass, load-line, chart, and chronometer. It was
slow work to make headway under the difficulties put
in the mariner's path by the elements alone, such as
the darkness of night, fogs and storms, shoals, quick-
sands, and rocks, to say nothing of the peril from
pirates. The fact, too, that, owing to the want of
maps, they kept as close as possible to land, increased
the risks they ran. Arrived at his destination, the
trader would often have to wait long ere he could find
a purchaser for his wares, for in those days the mer-
chant himself carried his wares to market; there
were no commission agents at the various ports ; there
were no posts, nor was the art of remitting money
understood. In the stormy winter-time, moreover,
neither sailors nor merchants cared to venture upon
the ocean ; and owing to the brevity of the northern

3